INDIAN   FREEDOM

itself, forced the world to hear of its great
spiritual personalities,, gave it the first modern
Indian poet and Indian scientist of world-
wide fame and achievement, first made India
begin to count again in the culture of the world,
first, as a reward in the outer life, arrived at
a vital political consciousness and a living
political movement not imitative and deri-
vative in its spirit and its central ideal.55 This
political upheaval was in fact only an aspect
of that vast resurgence into which the creative
soul of Bengal broke itself. And from the
very beginning her political striving as well
as her other endeavours was nurtured and
sustained by a spiritual purpose^ their deeper
aim, the absence of which woefully betrayed
the un-Indian character of the later movements
in the country. Verily did renascent Bengal
grow to be the centre of manifold cultural
activities which had, every one of them, a
common intrinsic meaning hidden behind their
external manifestations.

Most of those who were connected with
the leadership of the extreme form of political